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Adventure Cycling Association inspires and 
empowers people to travel by bicycle. 



 

Come Visit! Downtown Missoula, Montana 



Adventure Cycling Association 
 
• Largest cycling membership group in 

North America: 47,500 globally 
 
• Routes & Maps 
 
• Tours 

 
• Magazines 

 
• Online Resources 

 
• Advocacy 

 
• All to inspire and empower people to 

travel by bicycle 





Website, blog, and social media 



Website, blog, and social media 













 







 





 



Bike Tourism 



Bike Tourism 



1. Emerging Sector 
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Start Here 

NY Times  
Travel Show 
New York Times Magazine 
February 2014 
and January 2015  



2. Economic Impact 
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$$$$$  Bike Travel Means Business  $$$$$ 



Europe! 
• 44 billion Euros for bike 

tourism 

 

$57 
billion 



Wisconsin! 
• Nearly a billion dollars 

from bike tourism 

 

$924 
million 



US Bike Tourism -- States 
 

•  Oregon -- $400 mn for bike tourism 
 
•  Arizona -- $88 mn for out-of-staters 
 
•  Iowa -- $365 million for recreational 
   riding – sizable chunk for tourism 
 
•  Michigan – first phase of study  
   completed, now focusing on tourism – 
   overall bike impact of $688 million 
 
•  Montana:  Potential for $377 million 
   annually 
 
 
 
    
 

 



Analysis of Touring Cyclists:  
Impacts, need and opportunities for MT 

Norma P. Nickerson, Director 
Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research 

College of Forestry and Conservation 
University of Montana 

 
 

Presented to Bike Walk MT Summit 
Friday, March 28, 2014 

Billings, MT 
 
 
 

 







Daily Expenditures 

• On average, cyclists spend $75.75/day 

• ITRR nonresident survey 2012 3rd Q Vacationer spent 
$58.24/day 

• ITRR estimates  -  nonresident visitors road/tour 
biking while in Montana in 2012 = 565,372 

 

  



 
8.8 nights in MT x $75.75/day = 
$666.66/trip x 565,372   = $377million 
 

Possible Impact of Montana’s 
multi-day cyclists: 



3. National  and Continental 
Networks 
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2014 
The National Cycle Network 

     Open National Route 

      Proposed National Route 

      Regional Route 

      Local Route 



EuroVelo 
•  70,000 km 

•  About 50% done 

•  Complete by 2020 

•  New Rhone Route 

•  Route Extensions 





1996 



1997 



1998 



1999 



2000 



2001 



2002 



2003 



2004 



2005 



2006 



  
October 2007 

Le Petit Témis 

Ligne du Mocassin 

Véloroute des Bleuets 

L’Estriade 

Parcours des Anses 

Les Grandes Fourches 

Le P’Tit Train du Nord 







Michigan!  
US Bicycle Routes 
20 & 35 (& 10!) 
 
• Local interest and support –  
   dozens of towns 

 
•  Mix of existing facilities  
  +Multi-Use Pathways 
  +Paved Shoulders 
  +Low-volume roads 

 
•  Adjacent state and national links  

 
•  Local groups & volunteers  

 



 



 





Major Progress 
 
• 41 states 

 
• 16 states with approved US 

Bicycle Routes – first in nearly 
35 years  -- 8,000+ miles 
 

• More to come 
 

•  Best Practices Guide now 
available for free 
 

• In the future: the largest 
official cycling network on the 
planet! 



4. Regional Networks 
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Bike tourism and cycling service centre in Taiwan   
Dr. Hsin Wen Chang 
Chung Hua University 59 59 

vs Highway 
Service Area 

What is next to promote?  
Bicycle Tourism Industry 

 



Bicycle network for tourism  

• 600km cycling network is 
designated by choosing 
comfortable routes for 
cycling 

• 200km in city areas  

• 400km in mountainous areas 

• Unique route names were 
assigned to each link with 
some historical meaning. 

京都 

三重 

大
阪 

凡    例 

記   号 名   称 

 県境 

 観光エリア 

 幹線ルート 

 補助幹線ルート 

 高原ルート 

 大規模拠点施設 

 

Nara city 

Yoshino 

To Kyoto 

Murou 

To Osaka 
Yagyu 

Yamazoe 

Asuka Uda 

Gojou 

Bicycle tourism promotion strategy in Nara, the lovely ancient capital of Japan 
Hideo Yamanaka University of Tokushima 
Horoshi Okubo Nara Prefectural Government 



Sudbury 

Windsor 

S.S.Marie 

61 April 2011 Waterfront Regeneration Trust 







500+ MILE 

MAIN ROUTE 

(dirt/gravel/10% paved) 

Frank Church- 

River of No Return 

Wilderness 

Sawtooth 

Wilderness 



A SOAK AT THE END OF EVERY DAY 

• 50+ soakable hot springs 

 

• Primitive and developed 

 

• Many on route 

 

• Each one unique 

Bonneville Hot Springs 





www.adventurecycling.org/travel-initiatives/building-bike-tourism  



5. Day Trips and Overnights 
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Atlanta Bike Tourism 
October 21, 2013 



Nashville Bike Tourism 
May 14, 2014 





6. Self-Guided Tours 
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Ride the Gap 





7. Partners at all levels 
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Chattanooga, TN 



Georgia Bike Summit 



Amtrak 

• Amtrak roll-on, roll-off 

• New bicycle advisory 
committee, staffed by 
Adventure Cycling 

• Pilot projects – Bicycle 
Task Force – Capital 
Limited (Chicago to DC) 
and Vermonter 















 

** Hiker-Biker Sites 

** No turn-away policy 



8. Bike Share and Rentals 
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9. Big Events 
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10. Non-Profit Success 
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Adventure Cycling self-contained and supported tours 





 



Bett + Bike 
•  5,400+ lodgings 

•  Certification 

•  9 countries 
•  Germany 

•  Austria 

•  Belgium 

•  Switzerland 

•  Denmark 

•  Poland 

•  Croatia 

•  Luxemburg 

•  Netherlands 



   The Joy of Bicycle Travel                        www.adventurecycling.org 



National Bicycle Tourism Conference 
Learn ** Network ** Relax 

Take Bike Tourism to the Next Level 
 

Bahia Resort 
San Diego, CA * November 4-7, 2015 


